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ADDRESS 


Great and” Bleſſed Go D. 


1; 4. art thou, O Lord, when. 1 
| — — with thee ; yet I may tall with 
I thee concerning thy Fudgment c. Per- 
mit me, O my God and Father, to plead with 

concerning the Revelations of thy Nature 
and thy Grace, which are made in thy Goſpel: 
And let me do it with all that humble Reve; 
rence, and that holy Awe of thy Majeſty, 
which becomes a Creature in the Preſence of 
his God. 

Haſt thou not, O Lad God Almighty, haſt 
thou not tranſacted thy divine and important 
Affairs among Men by thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
and by thy Holy Spirit? And haſt thou not 
ordain d that Men ſhould tranſact their higheſt 
and moſt momentous Concerns with thee, by 
thy Son and by thy Spirit? Haſt thou not, by 
the Mouth of thy Son Jeſus, required all that 
as his Religion to be waſhed with Water 
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ig the Name of the Father, and the Son, and 
the Holy Glioſt? Is it not my Duty then, to 
enquire, Who or What are theſe ſacred Names, 
and what they ſignify ? MuſtI not know thee, 
the only true God, and Feſus Chriſt thy Son, 
whom thou haſt ſent, that I may fulfil all my 
reſpectiye Duties towards thyſelf and thy Son, 
in hope of eternal Life? Hath not thy Son 
himſelf appealed to thee in his laſt Prayer, that 
eternal Life depends upon this Knowledge ? 
+ And ſinee thou haſt made ſo much Uſe of thy 
Huh Spirit in our Religion, muſt I not have 
ſome Knowledge of this thy Spirit alſo, that 
I may pay thee all thoſe Honours thou requireſt 
from Nis Divine Revelation? 
Haſt thou not aſcribed Divine Names, and 
Titles, and Characters to thy Son and thy Holy 
Spirit in thy Word, as well as them 
to thyſelf? And haft thou not appointed to 
them ſuch glorious Offices as cannot be exe- 
cuted without ſomething of Divinity or true 
Godhead in them? And yet art not thon, and 
thou alone, the True God? How ſhall a poor 
weak Creature be able to adjuſt and reconcile 
theſe claſhing Ideas, and to underſtand this 
Myſtery ? Or muſt 1 believe and act blindfold, 
without Underſtanding? _ | 
Holy Father, thou knoweſt, how firmly 1 
believe, with all my Soul, whatſoeyer thon 
haſt plainly written and revealed in thy Word. 
I believe Thee to be the only true Cod, the 
Supreme of Beings, ſelf-ſufficient for thine 
own Exiſtence, and for all thy infinite Affairs 
and 


Al Bakern Adare/s to GOD. vii 
and Tranſactions among Creatures. I believe 
thy Son Feſus Chriff to be All-ſufficicnt for 
the glorious Work of Mediation between God 
and Man, to which thou haft appointed him. 
I believe he is a Man, u whom dwells all the 
Fulneſi of the Godhead bodily. I believe he 
is one uit God; he is God — in the 
His; and that the Man Feſ#s is ſo cloſely 
and inſeparably united with the trac and eternal 
Godhead, as to become one Per ſon, even asthe 
human Soul and Body make one Man. I be- 
lieve that this illuſtrious Perſon is hereby poſ- 
ſeſſed of divine Dignity, ſuthcicnt to make full 
Atonement for the Sins of Men by his Suffer- 
ings and Death, even tho Sin be accounted an 
infinite Evil; and that he hath all- ſufficient 
Power to raiſe himſelf from the Dead, to 

aſcend to Heaven, and fulfil the bleſſed Works 
for which thou haſt exalted him, and to go- 


vern and judge the World in thine appointed 


time. 
I believe alſo thy Bleſſed Spirit hath al 
mighty Power and Influence to do all thy 
Will, to inſtruct Men effectually in Divine 
Truths, to change the Hearts of fallen Man- 
kind from Sin to Holineſs, to carry on thy 
Work of Illumination, Sanctiſication, and 
Conſolation on the Souls of all thy Children, 
and to bring them ſafe to the heavenly World. 
I yield myſelf up joyfully and thankfully to 
this Method of thy Salvation, as it is revealed 
in thy Goſpel. But I acknowledge my Dark- 
neſs ſtill. I want to have this wonderful Doc- 
A 4 trinc 
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viii A Solemn Addreſs io GOD. 
trine of the All-ſufficience of thy Son and thy 
Spirit, for theſe Divine Works, made a little 
plainer. May not thy humble Creature be 

permitted to know what ſhare they can have 
in thy Deity? Is it a vain and ſinful Curioſity 
to deſire to have this Article ſet in ſuch a Light, 
as may not diminiſh the etcrnal Glory of the 

| Unity of the True God, nor of the Suprema- 
cy of Thee the Father of All 
Hadſt thou inform'd me, Gracious Father, in 
any Place of thy Word, that this divine Doc- 
trine is not to be underſtood by Men, and 
yet they were required to believe it, I would 
have ſubdued all my Curioſity to Faith, and 
ſubmitted my wandering and doubtful Imagi- 
nations, as far as it was poſſible, to the holy 
and wiſe Determinations of thy Word. But 1 


\/ cannot. find thou haſt any-where forbid me to 


underſtand it, or to make theſe Enquiries. 
My Conſcience is the beſt natural Light thou 


haſt put within me, and ſince thou haſt given 


me the Scriptures, my own Conſcience bids 
me ſearch the Scriptures, to find out Truth 
and Eternal Life : It bids me try all Things, 
—_— faſt that which is good. And thy 
own)Word, by the ſame Expreſſions, encou- 
rages this holy Practice. I have, therefore, 
been long ſearching into this Divine Doctrine, 
that I may pay thee due Honour with Under- 
ſtanding. Surely I ought to know the God 
whom 1 worſhip, whether he be one pure and 
ſimple Being, or whether thou art a three-fold 
Deity, 


A Solemn Addreſs to GOD. ix 
Deity, conſiſting of the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. 2 

Dear and Bleſſed God, hadſt thou been 
pleaſed, in any one plain Scripture, to have 
informed me which of the different Opinions, 
about the holy Trinity, among the contend- 
ing Parties of Chriſtians, had been true, thou 
knoweſt with how much Zeal, Satisfaction, 

and Joy my unbiaſſed Heart would have opened 
«jrſelf to receive and embrace the divine Diſ- 
covery. Hadſt thou told me plainly, in any 
ſingle Text, that the Father, Son, and Holy 
_ are three real diſtinct Perſons in thy 

vine Nature, I had never ſuffered myſelf to 

be bewildered in ſo many Doubts, nor embar- 
raſſed with ſo many ſtrong Fears of aſſenti 
to the meer, Inventions of Men, inſtead of 
divine Doctrine; but I ſhould have humbly 
and immediately accepted thy Words, fo far 
as it was poſlible for me to underſtand them 
as the only Rule of my Faith? Or hadſt thou 
been pleaſed ſo to expreſs and include this 
Propoſition in the feveral ſcattered Parts of thy 
Book, from whence my Reaſon and Con- 

| ſcience might with Eaſe find our, and with 
Certainty infer this Doctrine, I ſhould have 
joyfully employed all my reaſoning Powers, 
with their utmoſt Skill and Activity, to have 
found out this Inference, and ingrafted it into 
my Soul. 1 

Thou haſt taught me, Holy Father, by thy 
Prophets, that the Way of Holineſs, in the 
Times of the Goſpel, or under the Kingdom 
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and eaſy Path; ſo that the 


Ignorant, the Mean, and the fooliſb Things of 
this World, to the Knowledge of thyſelf and 
thy Son, and taught them to receive and par- 
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of the Meſſiah, ſhali be a Hi 27725 | 
Hase Ila 


or the Stranger, tho 4 Fool, hall not err there. 
in. And thou haſt called the Poor and the 


take of the Salvation which thou haſt provided. 
But how can ſuch weak Creatures ever take in 
ſo ſtrange, ſo difficult, and ſo abſtruſe a Doc- 
trine as this; in the Explication and Defence 
whereof, Multitudes of Men, even Men of 
Learning and Piety, have loſt themſelves in 
infinite Subtilties of Diſpute, and endleſs Mazes 
of Darkneſs? And can this ſtrange and per- 


plexing Notion of three real Perſons going to 


make up one true God, be ſo neceſſary and 1o 
important a Part of that Chriſtian Doctrine, 
which, in the Old Teſtament and the New, is 
repreſented as ſo plain and ſo eaſy, even — 
meaneſt Underſtandings: | 

O thou Searcher of Hearts, who knoweſt 
all Things, I appeal to Thee, concerning the 
Sincerity of my Enquiries into theſe Diſcove- 
ries of thy Word. Thou knoweſt me, thou 
haſt ſeen me, and haſt tryed my Heart towards 
thee : If there be any. lurking Hypocriſy in 
my Heart, any ſecret Biaſs towards any thing 
but Truth, uncover it, O Father of Lights, 
and baniſh it from my Soul for ever. If thine 
Eye diſcovers the leaſt Spark of criminal Pre- 
judice in any Corner of my Soul, extinguiſh it 
utterly, that I may net be led aſtray from the 
= 2 Truth, 
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Truth, in. Matters of ſuch Importance, by the 
leaſt Glance of Error or Miſtake. ' | 
Thou art Witneſs, O my God, with what 
Diligence, with what Conſtancy. and Care, 1 


have read and ſearched thy Holy Word; how 


early end late, by Night and by Day, I have 
been making theſe Enquiries. How fervently 
have I been ſeeking thee on my bended Knecs, 
and directing my humble Addreſſes to thee, to 
inlighten my Darkneſs, and to ſhew me the 
Meaning of thy Word, that I may learn what 
I muſt believe, and what I muſt practiſe with 
regard to this Doctrine, in order to plcaſe 
thee, and obtain Eternal Life! 

Great God, who ſeeſt all Things, thou haft 
bcheld what buſy: Temptations have been 
often fluttering about my Heart, to call it off 
 fram theſe laborious and difficult Eaquiries, 
and to give up thy Word and thy Goſpel as an 
unintelligible Book, and betake myſelf to the 
Light of Nature and Reaſon : But thou haſt 
been pleaſed by thy Divine Power to ſcatter 
theſe Temptations, and fix my Heart and my 
Hope again upon that Saviour and that Eter- 
Hal Life, which thou haſt revealed in thy 
Word, and propoſed therein, to our Know- 
ledge and our Acceptance. Bleſſed be the 
Name of my God, that has not ſuffered me to 
_ abandon the Goſpel of his Son Zeſus ! and 

bleſſed be that Holy Spirit that has kept me 
attentive to the Truth deliver d in thy Goſpel, 
and inclined me to wait longer in my Search 
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of theſe Divine Truths under the Hope of thy 
gracious Illumination. hs 

I humbly call thee to witneſs, O my God, 
what a holy Jealouſy I ever wear about my 
Heart, leſt I ſhould do the ſlighteſt diſhonour 
to thy Supreme Majeſty, in any of my En- 
quiries or Determinations. Thou ſeeſt what 
a religious Fear, and what a tender Sollicitude 
I maintain on my Soul, leſt I ſhould think or 
ſpeak any thing to diminiſh the Grandeurs 
and Honours of thy Son Jeſus, my dear Me- 
diator, to whom I owe my everlaſting Hopes. 
Thou knoweſt how much afraid I am of ſpeak- 
ing one Word, which may be conſtrued into a 
Neglect of thy Bleſſed Spirit, from whom I 
hope I am daily receiving happy Influences of 
Light and Strength. Guard all the Motions of 
my Mind, O Almighty God, againſt every 
thing that borders upon theſe Dangers. For- 


hid my Thoughts to indulge, and forbid my 


en to write one Word, that ſhould ſink thoſe 
grand Ideas which belong to thy Self, or thy 


Son, or thy Holy Spirit. Forbid it, O my 


God, that ever I ſhould be ſo unhappy as to 
unglorify my Father, my Saviour, or my Sanc- 


tifier, in any of my Sentiments or Expreſſions 


concerning them. 
leſſed and Faithful God, haſt thou not 


promiſed that he Meek thou wilt guide in 
Judgement, the Meek thou wilt teach thy 
May? Haſt thou not told us by Iſaiah thy 
Prophet, that thou wilt bring the Blind by a 
Way which they knew not, and wilt lead 

SS them 
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them in Paths which they have not known ? 
Haſt thou not informed us by thy Prophet Ho- 
ſea, that if we follow on to know the Lord, 
then we ſhall know him? Hath not thy Son, 
our Saviour, aſſured us, that our Heavenly 
Father will give his Holy Spirit to them 
who ask him? And is he not appointed to 
guide us into all Truth? Have I not ſought 
the gracious Guidance of thy good Spirit con- 
tinually? Am not truly ſenſible of my own 
Darkneſs and Weakneſs, my dangerous Pre- 
judices on every ſide, and my utter Inſuffi- 
ciency for my own Conduct? Wilt thou leave 
ſuch a poor Creature bewildered among a thou- 
ſand Ferplast which are raiſed by the vari- 
ous Opinions and Contrivances of Men to ex- 
plain thy Divine Truth. 
Help me, Heavenly Father, for I am * 
tired and weary of theſe human Explainings, 
ſo various and uncertain, When wilt thou ex: | 
plain it to me 2 ſelf, O my God, by thx = 
ſecret and cer Pigat tes by, a 7 
cording to the MAES of f CEE 12 e 1 
let any Pride of Reaſon, nor any Affect ation ** A fe 2 
of Novelty, nor any criminal Biaſs whatſoever, ö 
turn my Heart aſide from hearkening to theſe 
divine Dictates of thy Word and thy Spirit. 
Suffer not any of my native Corruptions, nor 
the Vanity of my Imagination to caſt a Miſt 
over my Eyes, while I am ſearching after the 
Knowledge of thy Mind and Will, for my 
eternal Salvation. | 


wv: A Sul Adiveſs 10:6 0 D. 
l Tentrcat, O moſt merciful Father, that thou 
wilt not fuffer the Remnant of my ſhort Life 
to be waſted in ſuch endleſs Wandetings, in 
queſt of thee and thy Son Jeſus, as a great 
part of my paſt Days have been; but let my 
| ſincere Endeayours to know thee, in all the 
Ways whereby thou haſt di ſcovered thy If in 
thy Word, be crown'd with ſuch Succeſs, that 
my Soul being eſtabliſhed in every needful 
Truth by thy Holy Spirit, I may my 
remaining Life acco to the Rules of thy 
Goſpel, and may-with all the holy and happy 
Creation aſcribe, Glory and Honour, Mi ſdom 
and Power to 'Thee who ſitteff upun the 
Throne, and to the Lamb for euer and ever. 


THE 


PREFACE. 


7 IS generally allowed by all Chri- 
ſtiaus, that ſome Knowledge of the 
Doctrine of the Bleſſed Trinity is 


needful to our Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt ; but 
the only common ways for. the People to be 
acquainted with it, in thefe our Nations, is 
' by hearing the Athanaſian Creed read at 
Church, or the learning of the ſixth Anſwer 
of the Diſſenters Catechiſm; ſince the Arti 
cles of the Church of England, which are in- 
tirely of the ſame Senſe, are but little known 
among the People. 

The chicf Sentendes of the Athanaſian 
Creed, which briefly contain this Knowledge, 
are theſe ; Me worſhip one God in Trinity, 
and Trinity in Unity. There is one Perſon 
of the Father, another of the Son, another 
of the Holy Ghoſt. But the Godhead of the 
Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
is all one; the Glory equal, the Majeſty co- 
eternal. The Father is God, the Son is God, 
and the Holy Ghoſt is God, and yet there are 

not three Gods, but one God. | 
I) he ſixth Anſwer in the Aſembly's Cate- 
chiſm is this; There are three Perſons in the 
Godhead, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt ; and theſe three are one God, 
the ſame in Subſtance, and equal in Power 
and Glory. Now 
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each, require — of true Godhead to 


Now there have been many pious Souls, . 
ſuppoſe, among the Di egg as well as in 
the Church of England, when they began to 
enquire ſeriouſly after the Truths of Religion, 
and have learnt to believe and profeſs the Doc- 
trine of Chri/t, who are yet at a loſs how to 
range this Doctrine of the Trinity aright in 
their Thoughts, and what Honours to pay to 
this Sacred Three, and to tranſact the Affairs 
of their own Salvation with them, in the moſt 
regular manner. 

They believe Cod the Father is tene 
over all, of abſolute Perfection, all · ſufficient 
for every thing that a Creature can want or 
deſire here or hereafter. 

They believe the Son of God, Jeſus Cbriſt 
to be made a proper Sacrifice of Atonement 
for the Sins of Men, and that his Death had 
Virtue and Dignity enough in it to take awa 
the Sins of the World; they believe that he 
is riſen from the Dead, that he has the Go- 
vernment of the World put into his hands, 
and will raiſe up the Dead, and judge all Men 
at the laſt Day. 

They 2 alſo, that the Holy Ghoſt was 
ſent to bear witneſs to the Goſpel of CHriſt, 
by many Miracles at firſt ; and is ſtill ſent to 
convince Men of Sin, to enlighten them in 
the Knowledge of Chriſt, to change their 
Hearts, and bring them ſafe thro the Dangers 
of this World to Heayen. 

Now theſe Actions and theſe Offices of 


fulfil 
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fulfil them: but how any Share or Intereſt in 
the Godhead can belong to all the three, they 
cannot well conceive, ſince they are aſſured 
often in Scripture, there is but one God : 
And our Saviour ſays Nan, John xvii. 3. 
This is Life Eternal, O Father, that they 
might know thee, the only true Cod, and 
Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. And 1 Cor. 
viii. 4, 6. There is none other God but one : 
To us there is but one God, even the Father, 
of whom are all Things, &c. _ 
Here permit me to borrow a Parallel from 
the Caſe of a ſick Perſon and a Medicine, and 
apply it to the preſent Subject, There are ſe- 
veral even wiſe and cautious Perſons, who may 
have been long troubled with ſome common 
and painful Malady ; if they happen to know 
a plain honeſt Neighbour, that has felt the very 
ſame Diſeaſe, and been healed by ſome Medi- 
cine which is plain and ſimple, which yet 
will ſtand the Teſt of a thouſand Cenſors; 
they will chuſe to conſult this honeſt Neigh- 
bour, rather than apply to a whole College of 
learned Phyſicians ; becauſe they are afraid, 
they ſhall be led by them into a Maze of Pre- 
ſcriptions and Medicines, almoſt endleſs and 
perhaps without Succeſs. Now it is ſuch kind 
of Patients I invite to be my Readers, or ra- 
ther fuch kind of Chriſtians, for whom this 
Book is written; not for the learned and talk- 
ing Diſputants of the Age, but for ſuch as feel 
their daily Difficulties, and would fain be le 
by the ſafe Experience of a Friend, under the 
plain Directions of Scripture, into the way of 
Relief. B The 
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The Saber profeſſes himſelf a Chri- 
ian, but hath been exerciſed with long 
and grievous Doubts, and Diſtrefs of Spirit, in 
this Article F the bleſſed Trinity : He hath 
laboured long in vain to range aright, in his 
Thoughts, the peculiar Characters, Properties, 
Relations, and Offices of the Sacred Three, 
and to tranſact the Affairs of his Salvation with 

them, according to Scripture. He hath been 

perplexed with a Multitude of -Creeds and 

Counſcllors ; he hath read whatſocver could / 

come within his Reach and Underſtanding to 

obtain Relief, and found himſelf fill embarrafs'd 
and bewilder d, till he was led into this Scheme 
of Doctrine; and, by confining himſelf to 

Enquiries only in che Word of God, he finds 

his Conſcience pretty well eftabliſh'd in the 

Duties and Comforts of the Chriſtian Life. 

The Author does not pretend to explain 
every Scripture fully by this Scheme; nor to 
anſwer every difficult Queſtion : He hopes, if 

8 Part be encouraged to appear, 
that will have a great Tendency towards it. 

But he feels himſelf, thro the Grace of God, 

able to live and die upon his Tranſactions 

with the Bleſſed God, according to this Doc- 
trine, in humble Expectation of eternal Life, 

And if the Reader will conſult nothing but 

the Word of God, as the noble Bereans did, 

while he is ſearching into this Scheme, to find 

if Things are ſo, and that with feryent Pray- 
ers for Divine Inſtruction, the Writer ſincerely 
wiſhes and hopes he will meet with the lame Suc- 
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A Faithful ENQUIRY 
After the Ancient and Original Dofirine 
. QF THE | 
"TW#LNLTY 
Taught by CHRIST and his Arcs Es. 
| Taz FIRST PART, 
So far as is ſufficient for Salyatioti! 


SECT. I, The Doctrine of the Trinity proved to 
be a plain and eaſy Doctrine. | 


HE Knowledge of the Sacred Doctrine of 
| — Trinity may be conſider'd in two Re- 
Fint, So far as may be ſufficient to fulfill the various 
oY 5 4 the Chriſtian Life, and to obtain the Salvation 
of Chriſt. 

Secondly, So far as it may be drawn from the Holy 
Scriptures with the Exerciſe of 'our beſt Judgements 

upon them, and may be uſefully and honorably purſued 
in order to give more advanced and enquiring Chri- 
ſtians a clearer and more compleat Idea of that God 
whom they worſhip, that Lord Jeſus Chrift in whom 
they truſt as a Mediator to reconcile them to God, and 
of that bleſſed Spirit who is the Author of thoſe Gifts 
and Graces, whercby they are train'd up and fitted 
for Heaven, % 

| hr The 
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| The Firſt of theſe is ſufficient for all true Chriſtians : 

The /aft is only for thoſe who ſeek after higher De- 
grees of Knowledge to glorify Cod and Chrift the more, 
and particularly for thoſe Perſons who are ſet to defend 

the E ſpe! againſt all its Enemies and Oppoſers. 
© Tis the firſt of theſe that I ſhall now endeavour to 
deſcribe; (viz.) That Knowledge of the holy Trinity 

Frog may be ſufficient for the Salvation of every Chri- 
 flian. © - 3 

And here I muſt lay down this Caution, (viz.) That 

Iam by no means endeavouring to ſhew, that all this 

Knowledge is ſo neceſſary to true Chriſtianity, or that 

a Man cannot be a true Chriſtian, nor be ſaved without 

the Knowledge of all theſe Propoſitions, or Articles. 

God forbid that I ſhould take upon me, with out plain 

Scripture, to pronounce all _ theſe to be neceſſary Ar- 

Jicles of the Chriſtian Religion, and to determine 

againſt the Salvation of thoſe who know them not, or 

who refuſe to receive them, Perhaps many poor Crea- | 
. tures may be ſaved, who have no expreſs and diſtinct 
4 Idea of half of them. FIT 
4 But for that Knowledge of the Bleſſed Trinity, 
which is ſufficient for Salvation, I think there are theſe 
Six 9Qualifications that muſt belong to it, agreeably to 
the Intimations of Scripture, | | 
1. It muſt be ſuch a Knowledge of this Doctrine as 
allows a ſufficient Foundation for all the neceſſary and 
amoſt important Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, that re- 
late to the Son of God and the Holy Spirit. 
It muſt therefore be ſuch a Knowledge of the Con- 
ſtitution, Glory and Dignity of the Perſon of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, as lays ſufficient Ground for his becoming 
a compleat Mediator betwixt God and Man, ſuch as 
aſcribes to his Perſon ſuch a Dignity as makes his Obe- 
dience and his Sufferings a proper Propitiation for 
the Guilt and Iniquities of Men, and renders his Death 
a ſufficient Ranſom for thoſe who are condemn*d by 


the Law of God: It muſt aſcribe alſo ſuch Power and 
Autho- 
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Authority to him, as to be able to raiſe his Church out 
of this ſinful World, to govern and protect it, and bring 
it ſafe to Glory, as well as to raiſe the Dead and to go- 
vern and to judge the World. 

This Knowledge of the Holy Spirit muſt allow him 
alſo to be ſufficient to enlighten the dark Minds of Men 
with Divine Truths, to change their Natures, to turn 
their Wills from Fin to Holineſs, and ſecure them to 
enter into the heavenly World. Now I confeſs, I can- 
not ſee how theſe Powers and Glories can be attributed 
to Chriſt or to the Holy Spirit, withopt aſcribing pro- 
per Deity to them ſome way or other : But every one 
muſt judge for himſelf upon a juſt Survey of Scripture. 
2. Such Knowledge of this Doctrine muſt be plain 
and eaſy to obtain and to remember, becauſe it is of 
great and univerſal Uſe and Importance in our Religion 
to every one who profeſſes it, and *tis neceſſary in learn- 
ing the way of Salvation, as well as in the conſtant 
Practice of it: Every true Chriſtian therefore muſt 
have ſome Knowledge of it, for he is baptized or en- 
ter'd into the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity by theſe three 
Names. And ſince there are in the World many weak 
true Chriſtians, ſome who are young in Years and 
ſome of very low Capacitys, ſince many are bred up 
meerly to the meaneſt Offices of Life, Ploughmen, 
Milk-maids and Labourers in the Mines, who have 
ſcarce any Advantages for Knowledge or Improvement 
of the Mind, fince theſe are ſome of the baſe and 
fooliſh things of this World which God hath choſen and 
called, as in 1 Cor. i. 27. it is certain that the neceſ- 
fary part of this Doctrine cannot have very great 
Depths or intricate Notions in it, nor can it include 
any Refinements of Science, or obſcure Terms of Art 
as neceſſary to underſtand, conceive or explain it; 
becauſe every one who would be ſaved in the Chriſtian 
Way muſt know it in ſome Meaſure; even the Babes 
may learn it, and the way- faring Man, tho a Fool, need 


not err therein. Iſai. xxxv. 8. 
B 3 ; This 
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- This ſufficient Knowledge for the ſame Reaſon muſt 
not contain a Multitude and Variety of Particulars in it, 
left the Thoughts be intangled and perplexed and con- 
founded amongſt them; for it muſt be obſerved, that 
ſome religious Perſons have but a narrow View of 
things and a very ſhort Memory, and yet theſe muſt 
be acquainted with this Doctrine, and receive it and 
w 5 — in their daily walking with God according 
to the GCoſpel. ; a 
3. It — be a Doctrine not only eaſy to be apprehen- 
ded, but it muſt not be liable to many Cavils ; becauſe 
throughout the whole New Teſtament, and —_— 
in the Acts of the Apoſtles, when Heathens were 
converted, and in their Epiſtles, where they were fur- 
ther inſtructed, and where we might moſt expect it, 
there is no Conteſt, nor any Controverſy among the 
primitive Chriſtians about the Trinity as the Apoſtles 
taught it z no 1 taken by the Holy Wri- 
ters to explain it; no Cautions nor Directions given 
about the manner of conceiving it; no Errors or falſe 
Doctrines about it refuted 5 no learned Words or 
ſubtil Notions uſed either in the mention of it, or of 
our Duty relating to it ; there are no hard Queſtions 
aſked of the Apoſtles in' their preaching or their wri- 
ting upon this Subject, tho? it is ſufficiently evident 
concerning many other Points of Chriſtianity, that the 
rimitive Chriftians ran into different Opinions, 
oubts, * groſs Errors and various Contro- 
verſies, as the Epiſtles to the Romans, Galatians and 
Corinthians ſufficiently inform us. 

4. It muſt be ſuch a Knowledge of this Doctrine as 
is perfectly conſiſtent with the Notions and Conceptions 
that the wiſeſt of the Heathens had gotten by the Light 
of Nature concerning the one true God, and with the 
Ideas, which the Fews had learnt of the ſame true God 
both from Reaſon and Scripture. Th Ls 

The reaſon is plain, becauſe neither Cu Ist nor his 

; Apoſtles in their Miniſtrations gave the leaſt hint to 
9 | ; the 
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the Jews or the wiſe and learned Gentiles, that they 
muſt e their -old Sentiment, 1. e. their natural 
and Ideas, concerning the one true God: And 
the allows theſe beſt of the Heathens, that 
Cn — even the inviſible things that 
nelate to bim, (viz.) His eternal Power and G by 
the Creation of the World, Rom. 1. 20, 21. I, 
The Jdolatraus Gentiles indeed are , and a 
better Notion of God is given to them 78 St. Paul in 
ſeveral Places; even the ſame which the wiſeſt Gen- 
tiles and the Jems had before obtain'd, (viz. ) That 
God is an Intelligent Being or Spirit, who knows all 
things, who all things, and who can do all 
things ; That be is but one only Spirit, and not more. 
But it would have been a huge Prejudice and Stum- 
bling-Block both to the eus and to the Gentilesagainſt 
receiving the Chriſtian Religion, if they had heard this 
2 belong d to it, (viz.) That the true God was 
made up of or conſiſted of three diſtind real perſonal 
Agents, (viz.) the Father, the Son, and the Spirit: 
And as the Apoſtles never faid any thing to them of 
this kind, ſo neither was this neceſſary in order to teach 
them the true Doctrine of the Trinity : They let them 
into this Doctrine by degrees, as it open'd © it ſelf fur- 
ther in their learning the Chriſtian Religion. 
- 5. I muſt be ſuch a Knowledge as may ſhew us in 
ſome ſufficient Meaſure wbbat every one of the Sacred Three 
bath done, and what he doth far us and towards our Sal- 
vation, and to inform us what are thoſe Reſpects and Ho- 
nors ubich we are bound to pay to each of the Sacred Three 
2 to the New Teſtament. For ſince the Chri- 
ſtian Religion is a Religion that will never fave any 


Man by the meer Knowledge and Profeſſion of it with- 
out the Practice, therefore the practical Parts of our 
Religion, which depend upon this Doctrine, muſt be 
made very plain to us, fo th that both young and old, 

evenofthe loweſt Capacity, who have been taught, may 


2 ſuppoſed to underſtand and to „ it. 
B 4 It 
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that every plain Chriſtian muſt not expect to fin 
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6. It muſt be ſuch a Doctrine as is obvious in Scrip- 


ture and evidently contain'd there; if not in moſt ex- 
words, yet ſo plainly appearing to common 
eaders; as not to want long Trains of Reaſoning and 
diſtant Inferences to draw it out of Scripture :-becauſs 
there are many Chriſtians who are ſo poorly ſkild-in 


the Art of Reaſoning, that they wou'd not be able to 


find it, unleſs it he as it were open'and near the Sur- 
face. | (219 K , £7 On: 
; "Yet this Caution may be added in the 1 pers 
ſuch 


a Knowledge of it as is ſufficient to anſwer all Ob- 


jections and Cavils about it, nor to explain every Verſe 
of Scripture which relates to it. To do this, perhaps 


may be beyond the Skill even of the ableſt Divines in 
this preſent State of Darkneſs and Imperfection. 
Let us now begin to repreſent this Doctrine of the 


Tyinity, or > + Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit, ſo 


far as is ſu _ 'Sabuation : And let us take heed 


all the way to admit no Notions or Opinions which 


carry in them ſuch diſtant, difficult and lexed Ideas 
as are here exaluded by theſe Rules. Fon 


cr. II. Of the One True God. 


N all ourConceptions of God, or of the Divine Na- 
ture, this muſt be laid down as a ſolid and unmo - 
vable Foundation, that there is and there can be but one 
True God, One ſupreme, almighty and eternal Being 
or Spirit, who is oftentimes: called God the Father in 
Scripture, as the Firſt of Beings and the prime Agent 
in all things. In this ſenſe many of the Heathens have 
called him the Father of all : And yet he is in a more 
eculiar manner the Father of our Lord and Saviour 
eſus Chriſt, * 
Tis our trueſt Notion or Conception of God, that 
he is a Spirit, that is, an inviſible and thinking Being, 
moſt perfect in all his Propertys, a Being who has 
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an. univerſal: Underſtanding and a moſt powerful-Will, 
who knows every Thing, who has made all Things, 
and who. can do w er he pleaſes. This is the 
Notion or Idea which the Light of Nature or right 
Reaſon would give to all Mankind concerning the one 
True God, and this is the Notion which Scripture 
ives us both in the Old Teſtament and in the New. 
Nor doth Scripture give us any Intimation, that we 
muſt forſake or change this natural Notion of the True 
| Gop, aß one Eternal, Allwiſe, and Almighty Spirit, 
which the more rational Heathens:have obtained by the 
Light of Nature, and the Jews by Scripture in order 
to become Chriſtians, or Believers. in Chriſt Jeſus. 
This Idea, or Conception of God the Father, is in all 
Ages the ſame, and in all true Religions. Our Blefſed 
Saviour tells us, Fobn iv. 24. God is a Spirit; whom 
in the foregoing Verſe he twice calls the Father : And 
Moſes and Chrift both aſſure us, The Lord our God is 
one Lord. Deut. vi. 4. Mark xn. 29. f 


SECT: III. Of the Holy Trinity, or the Father, 
the Son, and the Spirit in general, and whether 
they be three proper Perſons. 


HE Doctrine of the Bleſſed Trinity, or of 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, in its 
laſt and moſt compleat Repreſentation, together with 
their peculiar Characters and Offices, is a ſpecial Doc- 
trine of the Chri/t;an Religion. It muſt be acknow- 
ledged indeed, that the Doctrine of the Father, and the 
Holy Spirit, was known to the Fetus by the Old Teſta- 
ment. Yet the Explicit Diſcovery of Jeſus Chriſt, or 
the Meſſiah conſider'd as the Son of God, was but 
ſeldom and more obſcurely made of old by the Fewi/h 
ry z as particularly in the 2d, and in the 89th 

alm. N 

This Sacred Three in the Trinity are plainly repre- 
ſented in Scripture, and have been generally repreſen- 
0 ted 


ne" 
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butes, and Operati 
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ted by Chriſtian Writers like three Perſons, or three 
diſtinct perſonal Agents, as acting different Parts, and 
ſuſtaining different Characters in the Affairs of aur Sal- 
vation: —— to be abundantly Evident alſo 
in Scripture, that they are all Three reprefented in ſeve- 
ral Places, as having irue and proper Deity ſome way 
belonging to them, and that the Names, Titles, Attri- 
ions of Godhead, are aſcribed to all 


the Three, in the Old Teſtament and in the New. 
This is the Subſtance of the Doctrine it ſelf, as 
revealed in the Bible; and it has been generally agreed 
by almoſt all Chriftians for many Ages, and the 
Vriters on the Trinity have ſo often proved it, that 
J need not repeat the Proofs here. 2 
- Yet we have ſtill ſufficient Guards in the New. 
Teſtament, that this Ancient Doctrine of the Eternal 
Unity of God muſt have no inroad made upon it by 
Chriſtianity. Our Saviour himſelf, juſt before he left 
the World, ſpeaking to God his Father, informs us, 
Fohn xvii, 3. This is Life Eternal to know thee, the only 
True God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. And 
St. Paul the great n tho* he preaches up our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Bleſſed Spirit abundantly in 
all their Offices and Operations, yet he tries to eſtabliſh 
the Corinthians in this Ancient Truth ſtill, 1 Cor. i. 8. 
Wo there be who are called Gods, whether in Heaven 
or Earth; (as there are Gods many, and Lords many) 
but to us there is but one God, even the Father, of whom 
are all Things; and one Lord, even Jeſus Chriſt, by whom 
are all Things, &c. Now there is nothing in Chriſti- 
anity, or the New Teſtament, which requires us 'to 


ſtrain theſe Words of Scripture to any other Senſe, nor 


to introduce ſuch Limitations upon this general Doc- 


trine, as might give Occaſion for any r that 


we are renouncing the Unity of God, tho* Chriſtians are 


required to maintain the great Doctrine of the Trinity, | 
i. e. The Father, Son, and Spirit, with all their re- 
ſpective Divine Characters and Offices. 


Thoſe 
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- Thoſe Writers who call the Sacred Three by the 
Name of three Perſons, do not aſſert or maintain, that 
this very Word or Expreſſion of three Perſons is found 
in Scripture, nor is the Word Per ſox expreſsly apply d 
to them all three. BE > + 
And tho” in our Tranſlation the Word Perſon be 
| aſcribed. both to the Father and the Son, who (as we 
find in Scripture) — — 3 
that this Word is ſo expreſaly apply d tothe Holy Spirit, 
tho? he be AS re ina perſonal 1 
Now this Word Perſon having been a great Bone of 
Contention in the Churches, both in ancient and later 
Times, and not agreed upon by all Chriſtians to this 
day *; I ſhall by no means think it necaſſary to uſe that 
Word which may be ſo offenſive to ſome very good 

And this is certain further, that our moſt Or- 
thodox Divines, tho? ny ſometimes call them-proper 
and real Perſons, yet 2 not pretend to uſe 
the Word Perſon in this Scriptural Doctrine of the 
Trinity, in the very ſame intire and complete Senſe as 
| when we ſay, Peter, Paul and John are three Perſons, 


A diſtinct Perſon in the full and proper Senſe of the 
| Word 


© There are ſome Learned Writers and ſome Confeſſions of 

Faith _ ancient and later Chriſtians, which do not infiſt on 

the Word Per/on; and ſome, tho" they do uſe this Word, yet re- 

preſent the Son or ſecond Perſon as the Reaſon or Wiſdom of God, 

and the Spirit as the Power of God, and therefore cannot by this 

Word Rea/on mean a real proper Perſon, in the full and common 

' Senſe of it. Now theſe Confeſſors ſhould not be cut off from 

_ Chriſtianity, tho in their Idea the ſecond and third Perſons are 

but Metaphorically ſo, or only in the Scriptural way of repreſent- 
ing things per/onally, which are not nay wr . 

And indeed the Word Per/on in ſome of theſe Confeſſions and in 
the Writings of ſome of the ancient Fathers, as well as our modern 
Divines, ſeems to be only a name to ſignify ſome middle Thing, - 
between a Swbftance and a Power or Property. A Sab/tance is what 
it properly ſignifies in the Greek Word &7i5aoi;.” But between 
Subſtance & a Power or 'Property, there is no middle thing which 
has any Idea belonging to it, that I know of: And yet many of 
the Fathers ſeem to make the Son as well as the Spirit ſometimes 

a diſtin Subſtance, and ſometimes a Property or Power in the Deity, 
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Word among Men, muſt be a diſtin& 58 For 


| 2 diſtinct P | inet Con- 
_ ſciouſneſs, with another diſtinct Will, which ſeems to 
i infer another different Spirit. And ſurely the Deity is 
| not made up of three ſuch diſtinct and different Spirits. 
Beſides, it is ſufficiently evident, that in the Lan- 0 
age of Scripture, and in the Writings of the Fewiſh ' 
Nato theft hings which are not ſtrictly and properly 
Perſons, are often repreſented in a perſonal manner, as 
Wiſdom, Prov. ix. 1. the Law, Gal. iv. 21. the Scripture, 
Gal. iii. 8. Righteouſneſs, Rom. x. 6. Love or Charity, 
1 Cor. xiii. And therefore the Sacred Three may be 
called three Perſons, or at leaſt three Scriptural Perſons, 
F hope without Offence, and without entering into the 
tedious, Learned and Philoſophical. Difficulties about 
the Word Perſon, and without enquiring or determin- 
ing whether they be three real proper Perſons or no; 
which has created infinite Diſputes, and which.cannot 
de underſtood, much leſs decided by private Chriſtians. 
Now let us try to repreſent this Scriptural Doctrine, 
how Three who are ſpoken of in Scripture Language as 
diftin?? Perſonal Agents, can each of them be true God, 
or have the true Godhead aſcribed to them. And let 
us remember to repreſent it in ſuch a manner, as that 
all true Chriſtians may arrive at ſome Knowledge of it, 
without perplexing Difficulties, | 5 
The fr Thing that muſt be determined and laid 
down as a certain Foundation of all our Sentiments on- 
this Subject, is this; that if the Son of God and the 
Holy Spirit have true Godhead belonging to them, as 
well as the Fatber, then ſince there is but one true Eter- 
nal God, it follows, that one and the ſame true God- 
head which is in the Father, is the very Godhead that 
belongs to Jeſus Chriſt the Son, and to the Holy Ghoſt : 
almoſt all Trinitarians agree in this Opinion as a ne-\ 
ceſſary Truth. > 
Now there are but two ways that Men have foun 


out, or that I can poſſibly conceive, how this can be 
| repre- 


n requires at leaſt another*di 
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repreſented, but by ſuppoſing that the /ame one true 
Godbead is in three pers or by ſuppoſing that bree 
Perſans are in the ſame one true Godbeae. 
The laſt of theſe Suppoſitions has been the moſt 
common, and I was brought up in the Belief of it, as 
tho? it had been all Scriptural, (viz.) that three Perſons 
are in one Godbead : But upon mature ſearch, I do not 
find this any where expreſs'd in Scripture, nor any 
thing from which it can be certainly inferr'd. *Tis 
ranted indeed, that this has been the moſt common 
Opinion, ſince it was thus ſettled about the time of 
the Arian Controverſy, in the 3d and 4th Century, 
but one current and general Notion of it was not ſettled 
before : Yet as we have the ſame Scriptures which 
they had, why may not we at 1700 Years diſtance 
underſtand and interpret them as well as they at 300 
Years diſtance from Chriſt and his Apoſtles, when all 
the Traditional Knowledge of this matter was loſt ? 
The Difficulties which ſtand in the way of this ſecond 
Suppoſition are many and great, as will be ſhown in 
another place. 

And *tis certain the firſt Suppoſition may be made to 
appear to every Reader much more plain and eaſy to 
be underſtood, (viz.) that the ſame one Godbead is in 
three Perſons : The Father is a proper Perſon with a 
diſtinct conſcious Mind and Will: The Son is alſo a 
proper Perſon with a diſtin& conſcious Mind and Will: 
And the Holy Spirit is at leaſt a Scriptural Perſon, and 
the ſame Godhead 1s in all theſe Three, And this does 
- more exactly and evidently anſwer moſt of the Expreſ- 
ſions of Scripture, and more effectually ſecures the grand 
Deſigns of the ſacred Doctrine of the Trinity, with 
regard to the ſeveral Parts of our Salvation, as will 
be evident by what follows. | 
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 - SECT. IV. Of God the Father. 

F we ſpeak concerning the Father, we muſt allow 
1 — Reaſon, both from Scripture and 
m the Nature of Things, that God the Father is a 
true and proper Perſon *, a diſtinct i 

- Per 


infinitely diſtinct from all Creatures, with a 


ſons have: And it is very plain, that the full and com- 
pleat Godhead is in this firſt Perſon, who is uſually 
called God, and ſometimes the Father. There 1s no 
Difficulty nor Obſtacle in the way to determine this, 
concerning the firſt facred P of the Three, 
who is in every reſpect Divine and Superior to all 
that is not God : and true Godhead is in him Origi- 
nally and Eternally, and to know this concerning God 
the Father, is ſufficient Knowledge of him for our 


SECT. V. Of Jesus CunisT the Son of God. 


F we inquire ing the Son of God, who is uſi 
called the Second Perſon we know abundantly — 
Scripture that he is the Man Chrift Feſus : who is alſo 


frequently called the Son of Godin the New Teſtament, 


There is one God and one Mediator between God and 
Men, the Man Chriſt Jeſus, 1 Tim. ii. 5. Now there is 
not one Text which I know of in all theBible, wherein 
he is called the Son, only and purely relating to his 
Godhead, but all refer rather to his inferior Nature, or 
his Office; for Godhead cannot be generated or derived. 
There are ſeveral Reaſons indeed why he may be called 
the Son of God : Firſt, becauſe of the Analogy or Reſem- 
blance which Scripture frequently makes uſe of between 
| Things 

Not that I deſign to prove this by Heb. i. 2. where Chriſt 


is called the Character or expreſs Image of the Father's Per/on, 
„ becauſe yTiracs there may be as well tranſlated Subſtance, as 


it more naturally ſignifies, 


Doc rue of the PRIRITX. It 
Things Divine and Human. The Son a Men 
is another diſtinct Perſon, who is derived from the 
Father, and uſually bears the neareſt natural Reſem- 
blance of the Father; ſo Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God 
is another diſtinct Perſon, who is derived from God : 
his Father, and: bears his neareſt Reſemblance. bona 
is called the Exp pine of F bis Perſon, Heb. i. 
He is called alſo ſtcondly the = of God, becauſe 
he was raiſed from 955 Dead by the Power of God, and 
— called the ft begotten from the Dead. Compare Pſai. 
il, 7. Thou art my Son, this Day have I begotten thee, 
with As xiit. 33, 34, &c.. where this Verſe is ſo ex- 
d, but not becauſe of any eternal Generation: and 
Colo. i. 18. where he is called the firft born from the 
Dead. Perſons raiſed: from the Dead are in Scripture 
called the Sons — God, being Children of the wr 
tion, Luke xx. re ib. or ſavior 


of 1 Offce omeyges cl e a ted N 


Eunuch confeſſed this, he was baptized. 

But the obvious Reaſon why he i is called the Son of 
God, is moſt evident from Luke i. 35. The Holy Ghoſt 
ſhall come upon thee, and the Power of the Higheſt ſhall 
overſhadow thee ;, therefore alſo that Holy Thing which 
full be born of thee ſhall be called the Sen of God. } 

Thus ſpake the Angel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary. { 

He was born as a Man here on Earth, he lived and | 
died as a Man; having a human Body with a rational 
Soul, and in this View he was a Being far inferior to 

the True and Eternal God. 

And tho' the Body of Chriſt had no Being Fully 
yet it muſt be acknowledged that there is ſome Part 
of the Conſtitution of the complete Perſon of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, which exiſted thro? all ancient Ages; 
for Fobn xvii. 3. He had Glory with the Father, before 
the Foundation of the World. Epheſ. iii. 9. God the 
Father created the World by Feſus Chriſt ; and Coloſ. i. 

By him all things were created, i. e. as the Supreme 
diſtinct * under God the Father. | He 


32 An Enquiry after the Original 
He had an Exiſtence therefore early enough to create 
this World, and to enter into Counſels of Peace with 


; = 
0 
| | God the Father for the Reconciliation of fallen Man 
U 

| 

: 


to God, before this World was founded, John —_— 5. 
Zob. i. 4. Tit. i. 2. God bath choſen us in bim before 
by 3 the Foundation of the World. Eternal Life was pro- 
=, - miſed in him before t 7 an; Human Soul 
1 l. eee e Fe m Falled 'God in 
= _ Scripture, John i. 1, Ser an ince he 18 ce God as 
= well as Man, we have plain Directions from Scripture 
* to ſuppoſe that this ſecond Perſon, or this Man Chriſt 
: | 1 Jeſus has the true Godhead ice to him, or dwelling 
n him in a peculiar manner? i. e. the Man Feſus Chrift 
5 Aas Zis aſſumed by the great God into ſo near and intimate 
La Union with himſelf, that they are often repreſented 
$ | as one complex Perſon, one perſonal Agent. & The 
BE / 54s 10.30. Man Jeſus Chriſt is the inferior Agent or Medium of 
. A Fotbarhe yu God, who acteth whatſoever he pleaſes in and 
fas by the Man Jeſus Chriſt, . 
ae And it may properly be called a perſonal Union, 
In der many perſonal Actions are attributed to theſe two 
ppirits, the Human and the Divine united. Some- 
times it is ſaid, God created the World, ſometimes Jeſus 
Cbriſt is repreſented as Creator of the World; ſome- 
times, God created the World by Feſus Chriſt. In ſome 
places it is faid, that God redeemed the Church by his own 
Blood, Alis xx. 28. In others it appears the Church was 
Redeemed by Jeſus Chriſt, Here is ſuch a Union of 
theſe two Agents, that their Actions are aſcribed often 
as to one Perſon. | 1 | 
To this perſonal Union it muſt be attributed that 
the Man Feſus Chriſt, who is the one Mediator be- 
tween God and Man, 1 Tim. ii. 5. is ſaid to have all 
the Fulneſs of the Godhead dwelling bodily in him, Coloſs. 
ti. 9. He is called God manifeſt in the Fleſh, 1 Tim. 


lit, 16, He is of the Race of the Jews, concerning the 
Fleſh, and he is alſo God over all bleſſed for ever, Rom. 


ix, 3. With many other TT which repreſent 
| 8 the 


i 


Doctrine of the TRINI Iv. 


the Divine Nature dwelling in him, ahd that be R | 
conſtituted a Mediator, with a Human and a Divine 


Nature. | 2 
And therefore in the Old Teſtament as well as the 


New, he is called both God and Man, Eſai. ix. 6. a 


Child born, a Son given: and yet he is there called the 
mighty God, and Fer. xxiii, 6. The Lord our Righteouſ- 
neſs > and Emmanuel, or God with us. Matt. i. 23. 
Eſai. vii. 14, Oc. \ at 2 * 
Now if this Account of Jeſus Chriſt as perſonally 


united. to God, and as one with God, be ſufficient to 
anſwer all the Bengſits that we are taught to hope from 


him, and all the Dutys which we are required to 
rform toward him; then ſurely we may ſuppoſe it 


ufficient for Salvation. C Juruey be A,... 

The Benefits which we are to receive from Feſus 
Chriſt, are Pardon of Sin thro? his full Atonement or 
Satisfaction, for which the Dignity of his Perſon is 
ſufficient, as he is one with God: The Dignity of this 
Unien- ſpreads it ſelf over all that Chrif did and 
ſuffer d, and makes it divine and all- ſufficient. This 


Union enables him alſo to raiſe his Church out of this 


World, to change the Hearts of Men, and turn 
them to himſelf, to give his Preſence to his People in 
their Worſhip ; to preſerve his Church from all their 
r rule and govern the Nations, to raiſe the 
Dead, and to judge - World. As he is one with 
God, be is Head over all Things to the Church, Epheſ. 
i. laſt ; and is capable of all theſe Works. 

The Dutys which wg are required to perform to him 
(at leaſt ſych as we hav ples of the performance 
of them) are to honour him as we honour the Father. 
John vii. 23. To truſt in him, Jobn xiv. 1. Le truſt in 


God, truſt alſo in me; P obey bim, Heb. v. 9. He 


became the Author of Salvation to all that obey bim. 
To pray to bim, as dying Stephen ſaid, Lord Jeſus, receive 
my Spirit, Acts vii. 59. Or as Paul beſought the Lord 
thrice, 2 Cor, xii, 8, To give Praiſes to him, and 
W 8 e Doxologys 
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34 As Enquiry after the Original 
as St. Paul does often, and as the whole 


Co does, Rev. ix. 12, 13. Every Creature which is 
in Heaven and Earth, 8c. ſaid, Bleſſing and Honour and 


Glory and Power be to him that el upon the 


Throne, and to tbe Lamb for ever and ever: and to 
wait for bis ſecond coming, 2 Tim. Iv. 8. 1 Theſ. i. 10. 


Heb. ix. 28. 


94 is granted there may be ſeveral Texts of Scripture 
mg to 10 Chriſt, which a young Chriſtian with this 
wall nowledge may not be able to explain; vet if 
he fulfils all the SuirdDiitys to him, and truſts in him 
for all his Benefits, he may be well affur*d this Perſon 
ſhall not miſs of his Salvation, tho? he cannot interpret 
= Scripture. | 


/SECT. v1 of the B50 Spirit. 


H O' the Meſſiah was not much made known to 
the Jets under the Title of the Son - God, 6 

the Spirit of God is often ſpoken of in the Old 
ment, and muſt be in ſome meaſure known to ont 


even from the beginnirig 


He was known to the People of God thro? all the 
_ of the Old Teſtament, in the days of Noah, Gen, 
of Fob, Job xxvi. 13, of Moſes, Numb. x1. 17, 
85 5 Fobus, of the Judges, Saul, David, and the reſt 
of the . Kings, together with the Prophets, before 
the Captivity, in the Captivity, and after the Cap- 
tivity. And therefore thro* theſe ſeveral Ages they 
muſt have ſome general Notion or Idea of what they 
* by the Spirit of God when they read or ſpoke 
im. | 
Now the beſt Idea that we'can find, which either the 


ancient or modern Jes have received concerning the 


Spirit of God, is that of a real almighty operative Power 
or Principle of Knowledge or Action in the True God- 
bead ; for I do not find they ever agreed to 8 


/ 


Do@rine of the TARINIT v. 35 
Ideas ſo far, as to make him a real diſtin Perſon in 
'the Deity af , | * 14 
3 can doubt but that * general 
otion of the Spirit of God, or Holy Spirit, when 
firſt came en Lan, ad ach ired Zechary and 
Elizabeth, Mary the Mother of Chrift, Simeon and 
Ama, and Joby the Baptiſt, Luke 1it, and 2d Chap. 
in the beginning of the New Teſtament, was the ſame 
Notion-or Idea of the Spirit, which the Fews had re- 
ceived from all Ages by their Scriptares, and from 
their Fathers by 3 and Tradition. 
And *tis moſt highly reaſonable to believe that our 
bleſſed Lord, who is Truth itſelf, uſed thoſe Words of 
the Old Teſtament in the ſame Senſe in which the 
Jews of that day uſed them without reproof or blame z 
and that he would not impoſe upon them, nor on his 
Diſciples, by putting new and unknown Ideas upon 
common and well-known Words, or Names, in their 
Converſation with him. - rr LON 5 7 13 
In order to find what is the true Scriptural Idea of 
the Holy Spirit, let it be added alſo, that as the Scrip- 
ture makes uſe of the Analogy or Reſemblance between 
Human and Divine Things, to repreſent the Son of Gd 
to us, ſo does it alſo in repreſenting the Spirit of God. 
No the Spirit of any thing amongſt the Jews, 
and other Eaſtern Nations, was the perceptive and ac- 
tive Power or Principle of that Being. So the Spirit 


of a Man 1s the Principle of Knowledge and _, 

in Man: ſo the Spirit of @ Beaſt is the mend the eg pri 1 

Apoſtle Paul confirms this Opinion, and eſtabliſhes this: Hen 0,0, 
C2 FL Analogy : hon i» a bo 


* The Learned Dr. Alix has taken much pains in his Book of 


E- 


the Judgment of the ancient Fewr, &c. to prove that the Son and 
Spirit were counted diſtin Perſons by the ancient Jews 3 and tho? 
he does prove it by ſeveral of their Writings in ſome meaſure 
concerning the Sor, whom they ſometimes ſuppoſe to be an Angel 

or a Man, as well as in other places a Power in the Godhead, yet 
by. makes nothing of this evident concerning the Spirit. It is plain 
enough, they thought him'only a Power or Principle of Operation 
in God, or the Mind or Will or Influence of God. 
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Analogy. between things Human and Divine, 1 Cer. 
11. 11. What Man — the 2 of a Man, 
' the it of Man wmbich is in him ? even ſo the 


IX knoweth no Man, but the Spirit of God. 


22 Spirit of God therefore — — to this Ana- 
ogy muſt be that Alwiſe, Almi Eternal Prin- 
975 of Conſciouſneſs and pho» Operation 

CA is in the Godhead 
It is ſometimes the Principle of Knowledge or Con- 

ore in Pſal. cxxxix. 7. Whither ſhall I go from 

thy Spirit? ur wwhither -ſball I flee fr om thy Preſence ? . 

It is ſometimes the 1 of ye bty Power and 

rit of God bas made me. 


They rebelled and vexed his Holy Spirit, Zech. vi. 8. 
— They have quieted my Spirit in. the North Country, 

But let it be obſerved alſo, that the Influences or 
Operations of the Holy Spirit, his Motions, his Effects, 
the Gifts and Graces wrought by this Spirit, are called 
by the fame Name, i. e. the Spirit; as John iii. 6. 
* That which is born of the Spirit; is Spirit. 

And doubtleſs this is the true Senſe of the Word in 


many places of the Goſpels and the Epiſtles : It means 


the Influence or Power of the Spirit: And even where 


- Chriſt promiſes the Spirit to his Diſciples, John xv. 26. 
it does not directly mean the eternal eſſential Principle 
of Wiſdom and Power which is in God; but rather 
that Influence or V irtue which is derived . unto 
Men. And therefore the Holy Spirit is not ſaid to be 
created as other Spirits, nor begotten as Jeſus Chriſt 


the Son of God; but it is ſaid, ihe Spirit which pro- 
ceedeth from the Father, and in many other Scriptures 
it muſt have this Meaning, 1 i. e. a Power or Virtue de- 


- rived from God. 


I confeſs, this is the only Senſe which the Socinians 
allow to the Holy Spirit in Scripture bur I. think ſe- 
veral places in the Bible lead us plainly AG that Efſen- 
tial Power that is in God. So the uud ef God ſome- 

times 


Doctrine of the. TRI N 185 3 
times ſignifies the ſecond Perſon” himſelf, Ihe Son of 
* , e ET REP os ſpoken 277 2 f 

is imperſonal Senſe of the Spirit of Gog eſpecially 
muſt have place where he Site i repreſented as di- 
vided into Parts or Portions. Numb, ii. 25... The Lord 
took of the Spirit that was upon Moſes, and gave it to 


the Elders, i, e. of the Influences of the Spirit. 


2 Kings ii. 9. Eliſha had a double Portjon of the Spirit of 
Elijah. And particularly where the Spirit is faid to 
be pour d out or ſbed farth, Iſai. xliv. 3. Where Per- 
ſons are ſaid to be baptizeg,. or filled, or anointed with 
the Spirit, Sc. And the Spirit is called the Auointing, 
1 John ii. 20, 27. | N 


It may he intimated here alſo, that the Hol Spirit 
in the New Teſtament, when. it | ſpeaks of things 


8 1 of God which proceedeth from tht Futber, and 


1 part means, that Power or Influence of the eter- 
W 


was communicated, or to be comm 
Chriſt, when he was exalted; to his Followers here on 
Earth, to confirm his Goſpeland to call in and ſecure 
his Subjects; or it may be deſcribed thus, That Di- 
vine Influence which was eminently given ta Chriſt at 
his Aſcent to Heaven, jo attend his Che and bear wit. 
neſs to it by Miracles in the firſt Age, and by ſanctiſying 
Grace and Comfort ever fince. *Tis very uſeful to bear 
this Idea aþays in mind in reading the New Teſta 


And indeed if the Holy Spirit were really a true and 
proper Perſon, it would be as difficult to account for 
all . theſe and many more Expreſſjons in Scripture, 
which cannot poſſibly be aſcribed to a proper Perſon 
and if in ſome places theſe jmper/enal Expreſſions, or in 
other places the per/onal Expreſſions muſt be figurative, 
why may not my Explication of *em do as well as the 
contrary ?- And thus the Spirit of God need not any 


where be conſtrued into a 8 proper diſtinct N 


3 An 


after the Aſcenſion, of Chriſt, very generally or for the 
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38 As Eg quiry after the Original | 
And certainly this is and will be a perpetual Diff 
culty on all thoſe Opinions, which e the Spirit 
of God to be a real proper Perſon, either created or 
uncreated, (viz.) that a Perſon ſhould be poxr*d' down 
Men, ſhould be ſhed down, or ſhould fall on Men, 
> hey be given with or without meaſure; that Men 
mould be Be with. a Petſon, ſhould be anointed 
with a Perſon, ſhould be ſtaked with a Perſon, ould 
be full of a Perſon, or filled with a Perſon, &c.- © 
We are never faid to be baptized. with the Father 
or the Son, becauſe they are proper Perſons, bur 
only baptized into their Names, or into them: But figce 
2 LN of being __—_ with the Holy Ghoſt 
Matt, ili. 11. A 5, &c. it ſeems to 
We us that the Holy Spirit here means forme Power, 
Virtue or Influence, which-is not a proper-Perſon: 
; Yet let it he remember'd (as Ke is ad before) that 
even in ſome of theſe imperſonal Senfes it may be 
ſometimes repreſented as performing perſonal Actions, 
according to.the Hebrew Ide iſdom, the Law, 
the Scripture, e "Can, Death, and many 
a things are deſcribed as Perſons, So the  Anoint- 
teacheth us all things. T John. ii. 27, © The Spirit 
b eb againſt the Fleſh. Gal. v. 19. i. e. e nome Nas 
cure wrought by the Spirit. 
Next, let us inquire, what are the Benefits which 
we hope for from the Spirit of God, and what are the 


 Dutigs that we are required to perform towards him ? 


And ſee whether the Deſcription already given of the 
Spirit be not ſufficient to anfwer theſe DEP, and 
ſo to be ſufficient for our Salvation, 

As for the Benefits we receive, it is the Spirit of God 
that reveals the Things of God to us in his Word, He 
inſpired the Prophets 7 Apoſtles, 2 Pet. i. 3. He 
convinceth vs of Sin and of — ohn xvi. 
13, 14, 13. He inlightens our Minds in the Know- 
ledge of Divine Things. He takes of the ur. 2-4 


7 


. M.A IL LY 39 
i and 7 52 them to his People. Jobn xvi. 15, He 
435 the Heart, he renews or regenerates ſinful Man, 
ges his Nature into Holineſs, Jobn | lit. 5, 6. 
He ins 5 Comfort, Hope and Joy in Believing. 
. and xv. 13. And carries on the Work of 
Gat "4 0 Saints till! i be finiſh'd. Epbeſ. ii. 22. 
The Duties we are tofulfil towards Him, are firſt to 
be baptized in or into bis Name, Matth. xxviii. 19. But 
moſt of che other Duties are expreſs d nepatively (viz.) 
not to blaſpbeme him, i. e. to attribute his Divine 
Works to an Evil Spirit. Not to ref him, not to 


eve him, not to 5 him, or his Ope ratl 
* to hear what the 92 faith to the chf 5 858 Gin. 
to obey all his facred Influences. 

But I know not any Place of Scripture * Veel re- 
quires us to make expreſs perſonal Addreſſes either 
of Prayer or of Praiſe unto the Spirit, as we are taught 
to do to the Father and to the Son: Nor can I find 
where we are required to fear him or to adore him as 
God, or to truſt in him, or ſo much as to follow after 
the Knowledge of him; but for theſe Benefits which 

7 we receive from him, we are directed by Precepts or 
Examples in Scripture to addreſs or pray to the Father 

or the Son, Luke xi, 13. Rom. xv. 13. John xv, 26. 
but x07 to the Spirit himſelf, ” 

C 4 Surely 


„ There are ſome Texts wherein there are devout Wiſs of 
— holy Writer for the Perſons to whom he writes, for Cont 

Mercy, Peace from God the Father and his Son Feſus Chrift, and 
from the ſeven & Ii Spirits before the Throne, which are ſup to mean 
2 ov of God. Rev. i. 4, 5. $0 — Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

of God, and the {4.5.50 of the Holy Spirit be __—_— 

2 "ey le 14. But theſe are way ireet Addreſs to any 
Perſons of the 1 0 

If any good Chriſtians imagine that a ſhort Ypo#rophe to 2 
of the Finds in a Poetical Sonnet of Scripture, Cant. iv. 16. 
make a ſtrong Argument for an expreſs Addreſs of Worſhip to to 
the Holy Spirit, I leave them to enjoy their own Ideas, and to take 
all the Satisfaction they can from thoſe Words, Awake O North 
Wind, and come thou South, and blew upon my Garden. 
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40. An | Edquiry after the Original __ 
Surely if Praiſes or Prayers 1 to be of⸗ 
fer?d diſtinctly to the Holy Spirit, tis very ſtrange 
that of all the Writers of the New Teſtament, not one 
of them ſhould give us ſome hint of it, in Precept, In- 
ſtruction or Example: But neither Matthew, Mart, 
Luke, nor Jahn, Paul nor Peter, James nor Jude, 

have left * thing whence we can infer it. 

vor true, q cannot think it unlawful nor utterly 
improper upon ſome Occaſions to ſay, 7 Spirit 
of Goa, enlighten 1 in the Knowledge of the Truth ; 
or We g 1% Thank s #0 ibee, O Divine Spirit, for 
tby 500 keene, For ſince the Holy Spirit is 
true God, I think bs be-ador'd ; we may fs 
Bleſſed be 'Ged and bis Spirit as we may ſay, Ble/- 


ſed be God and bis Wiſdom, or his Power, or bis 


Grace. But I think the two plaineſt Reaſons why 
we are not directed to ali expreſs Prayer or 
Praiſe unto. him, or perform e Honor to him 
directly, is firſt, © becauſe N greater Part of 
Scriptures which ſpeak of the vpirif of God mean 
5 1 18 8 And theſe are not 

proper "Addreſs And /e- 
condl Wade Seen the Father or the Son is 
addreft, the Holy Spirit who is the cious wi) 


active Power, or the Spirit of God, is alſo worſhi 


tho“ not in an expreſs and diſtin manner. 

mw may he obſerved alſo, that tho? the Lord Jeſus 
Chrift is ſometimes addreſt by Prayer in Beripture 
becauſe he is true God, yet tis but very ſeldom this 
is done, that ſo the general Method of Chriſtian Wor- 
ſhip may be maintain'd ; that is, to make our direct 
Addreſſes to God the Father by the Mediation of 
Teſus Chrift his Son, and by the Aids of the Hoh 


| Spirit. Eph. ü. 18, 
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7 the a Ta our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is 


reſented , to hay the Spirit him 4170 
ure. John ©. "34: "to be « the [Spirit 
or anointed” with . . Sp; en ry wi . 
Spirit, Luke iv. f. All this may be moſt eaſily accoun+ 
ted for by the intimate and r Sgpie 
betwixt the True God and the Man Feſus pong”, 

Colo PROWYE of eee OG 

off, ii. 9. 

Not dd All-ſufficience of the Godhead wasto be 
uſed and employ'd by the meer ſovereign Will of the 
Man Jeſus, or at all times, but according to the Will 
of God and the Commiſſion given to Chriſt by the 
F. ather, at different Seaſons and Periods. 

Here on Earth the Influences of Wiſdom and Power, 
or of the Spirit of God which were communicated to 
him, were fufficient for his Divine Purpoſes on Earth: 
But at his Aſcent to Heaven doubtleſs he was furniſhed 
cur of this Fulneſs of the Godhead with further In- 
fluences both for himſelf and for his Church. (1) Fur 
himſelf ; for the Son of God who knew not the Day of 
. on Earth, Mark xiii. 32. knew it well when 


e came to Heaven, and took the Book of Divine 

ecrees into his Hand, and gave his Servant Jabn the 
Revelations of future Things in the ſeveral Periods of 
the Church to the End of the World. Rev. v.. 7. and 
1.1. And (2) For his Church, for he ſent the Spirit, i. e. 
his Influences and Gifts and miraculous Powers on his 
Apoſtl-s, and by their Hands on his Diſciples and 
Churches. And this expreſsly is declared not to be 

ven till his Aſcent to Heaven, John. viii. 39. Act. ii. 
33- Eph. iv, 8, then he rece/ved the promiſed _—_ 


4% fu Enguiry after the 


oe Fur ad gov ftw Me, vie be re- 
avfved, Bl. lxxii. 28, 8 
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Hun E are man Ghribians indeed, who- can- 
mot that Texts of Soripture can 
— ythe Spirit. af Cod. e ider'd: as an, Ef. 
or Principle: in the , becauſe the 
rit of God is, ented as winiſtering to 
the Father or to Je Ghrift, be an by hs : 
Father and the Son, on all his Me 
eo e e from them as — Perlen 3 in the 
Forneof! Baptiſm, and in 2 John v. 2. where three bear 
Recora in Heaven, and in other Scriptures. 
But we muſt remember, that not only the Hebrew 
Tongue, but almoſt all Languages repreſent many 
things in a manner, which are not real Per- 
ſons; ſuch. as Life, Death, Virtue, Time, Fate, Na- 
ture,” Providence, Conſcience, Appetite, &c. And we 
may ſay, God and his Spirit, as well as we may ſay 
1 3 :bis Providence, God and Nature, do this or 

at. N 
is 0bjefted alſo, that the Spirit of God is ſome- 
times repreſented in za lower Character, as a meer 
Meſſenger, John xvi. 13. Vben be, the Spirit of 
Truth, is come, he will guide you into all Truth; be 
Hall not ſpeak of himſelf, but whatſoever he ſhall bear, 
that ſhall be ſpeak, &c. 

But we ould conſider, that tho* the Spirit of God 
;eſelf, or the Divine Principle of Knowledge and 
Power i in Godhead, cannot be fo properly repreſented 


in a lower Character, yet the Influences and O 
rations, the Gifts or Effects of the Spirit of God, 
which are often called the Spirit, may be ſaid to be 


ſent, convey*d, or beſtow'd upon Men: and that 
| even 
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even not God the Father, or by Jeſus Chrif, 
but alſo dy ne Hd Et ſtles. e 
Tabn laid their Hangs on the Samaritans, and they 
received the Holy Spirit, Acts vii. 17. | 
How far any Angel or inferior Ae de ad- 
mitted as an Agent under the and almighty 
. of God, which may facilitate the Interpretation 


tures, will be confider'd | in the 
to the none Part of this Book. . for - men 


EI BEE e 
our Lord Fe Wi y imper- 
pr aaron 2 the Spirit of God, which I have 

. weak Chriſtian, according to this Idea 
of the pirit, may not be able to explain all the dif 
cult Texts in Scripture which refer to the Holy Spirit; 
yet ſince it appears that we may 4 Mas 9 all the Ble 
fings which che Spit Spirit beſtows, and all the Du- 
ties which the Word of God requires to be perform'd 
to him, we have abundant Reaſon to think, that this 
Knowledge of the Spirit of Gog, as the divine Prin- 
ciple of Knowledge and or as the Influence 
and Effes ofthis Principle, 'may be ſufficient to Sal- 
vation. 

And if there be any Het dies, Darkneſſes, or 
Matters of deep Diſpute, which attend our Enqui- 
ries into the 11 — exact Idea of the Hay Spirit, 
*cis certain, that this moſt exact Idea is not neceffary 
to be known, in order to Salvation: and if in 
Place where we read of the Spirit of God, we 
ways underſtand it of the Divine Eſſential Power, or 
the Influences of that Power, as proceeding originally 
from the Father, we ſhall not fall into any great 
Miſtakes on this Subject; but may go on comfort- 
ably through this State of imperfect Knowled 
till we arrive at clearer Light =O heavenly World. 
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TOW if ſuch a Knoyled My pd Belef ofthe 
Holy Trinity as 1 have al war i 
* order to our Salvation, j w Hal pe res 0 
thoſe Creed-makers, who while they ſet before. us a 
Detail of Articles about it, many of f which are 
t if not impoſlible to be,underſtood, yet they. 
am them, all with-cerrible os, they guard 
EE before and behind, with everlaſi ing Curſes 
pronounce by their own, 2 5 the Word 
of God, that except, Man fob eve this A ech al, 
fully, be cannot be ſaved: „ except every, one 
keep this — this C e. an rat 
without doubt be — eas kei, l ve 
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A PRA YER 


Leſſed God, if this Enquiry after the An- 
B cient and Original Doctrine of the Trinity has 
been ſo far favour d of thee, as to trace out any 
Glimpſe of Light from thy Word concerning it, 
which may lead the meaneſt of thy Children into a 
more eaſy and regular Acquaintance with this Divine 

Truth according to Scripture, it is here offered with 
all Humility, to thy gracious Acceptance: And if 
it may be ſo far bleſs d by thy Grace as to enable the 
loweſt of thy Worſhippers here on Earth to walk 
more comfortably in their Cbriſtian Courſe; I beſeech 
thee, let it be favour'd further by thy Providence, 
ſo as to diffuſe that Light alma „ and  affiſt poor 
bewilder'd Souls in the Search of thee, thy Goſpel and 
thy Salvation. And do thou vouchſafe to give it a 
powerful and effectual Entrance into the rt and 
Conſcience of the Reader, | en 
But on the other hand, Holy Father, if there be 
any glorious and important ine of the Chriſtian 
Faith, which is oppoſed or concealed, diſgraced or 
darken'd by this wiry z then I ſincerely deſire 
that this Eflay may be withheld or baniſh'd from the 
is 2 of the World, may be buried in deep ſilenee, 
and together with the Author's Name let it lie for 
ever in Darkneſs. Amen. > 
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The End of the Firſt Part. 
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